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Orcas have no predators in the ocean--except for humans. Pollution and 

fishing nets can harm or kill them, and some people around the world still hunt 

and kill orcas while others capture them to display in marine parks. But it's 

hard to track how many orcas are living in the ocean right now. Gracie's 

software helps identify each individual orca, so scientists can count how many 

are left. When scientists are armed with that data, they can help urgently 

protect the remaining orcas. 

Why do you think it's important to protect wildlife like orcas? 

The next time you see a fluke poking out of the ocean, do you think you'd be 

able to quickly take a photo and then identify which species of whale or 

dolphin it is? In what ways could artificial intelligence (Al) help this process? 

Artificial intelligence algorithms, like the one Gracie 

designed, teach computers how to make decisions 

based on data. 

Do you think Al is faster or slower than humans? 

Do you think Al is more accurate or less accurate 

than humans? 
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